& Rain Gardens Have Many Benefits

Promote infiltration of water back into the
ground to recharge

A rain garden, like this one at the Wilton Playshop, is Reduce the amount of polluted stormwater runoff _ _
a shallow depression vegetated with native grasses and reaching our rivers Reduce local flooding potential
plants that collects stormwater runoff from downspouts, Filter pollutants such as oil, fertilizers, salt, pesticides, Prevent stream bank erosion
driveways and roads. The rain garden holds the water on metals and bacteria out of stormwater runoff Conserve water

the landscape so that it can be taken in by plants and
soak into the ground instead of flowing into a street and
down a storm drain. The plants and soil trap, absorb and
filter the pollutants found in stormwater runoff such as
fertilizers, pesticides, oil, grease and metals. This allows
clean water to slowly soak back into the ground
recharging groundwater supplies.

Create diverse habitat for birds
and butterflies

Reduce landscape maintenance
(time, money)

Increase property value
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Location
| DePth | Rain gardens are often
A typical rain g.arden is located at the end of a
between {1-8 inches roof gutter or drain
deep.]’hls depth, spout as a buffer
proportionate to'the Plant Choices between the lawn and
su.n‘ace area being Choose native plants Size the street.
c:]ralned, helpsken;uri based on need for light A rain garden is
| e hwater soa:j i y and moisture. Native typically 5-10% the size
| e ;%Lo:cgngmstea plants live longer and Soil of the impervious Yy Rain Garden App
3 are more tolerant of o SUijaCE (ex. rooftop, - sy | A Mobile App for Designing, Installing
local weather and A good soil mix for driveway, walkway) Bl 37| Maintaining a Rain Garden
I e arain garden is that generates m Scan Below for More Information
| 60% sand, stormwater runoff.
i . . 20% compost and
For More Information Visit: 20% topsoil.
http://nemo.uconn.edu/raingardens
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